Local Archaeology
The Cholderton Estate lies in a part of Britain that is one of the richest in Europe
for visible remains of the prehistoric past.
The World Heritage Site of Stonehenge constructed between 3600 and 1600 BC is
only a few miles to the west of the estate and includes 415 archaeological sites.
Burial mounds, hill forts, earthworks and remnants of early farming are evident in
the surrounding area and some of these extend onto the land covered by the
estate. All of this attests to a landscape that was first colonised in the Neolithic
period – possibly as long as 6,000 years ago.
The Estate itself lies in the shadow of
Quarley Hill, a site used for various
purposes throughout the Bronze Age,
and still important in Iron Age times. It
is the earthworks and other man-made
features on the Cholderton Estate
associated with Quarley Hill that have
been most closely examined by experts.
Concentrated in the region of the Windy
Dido woods on the eastern edge of the
estate these consist of a series of long
linear ditches and associated ancient
field patterns. Excavated by a team led
by Barry Cunliffe, who established his reputation during work at Danebury Iron
Age hill fort a few miles to the east, the area showed a complex and long period
of use that changed over time.
Quarley Hill certainly acted as a focal point, possibly because it is a natural
landmark, and several linear earthworks presumed to mark boundaries can still
be seen radiating from the hill. One of these branches across what is now Windy
Dido, and it was this and nearby
features that Cunliffe’s team excavated.
Closedly associated with the linear
earthwork is a series of remarkably
symmetrical field patterns. These
probably date to the Middle or Late
Bronze Age, but were abandoned after
a comparatively short time. The linear
earthwork outlived the field system and
was re-cut on at least two occasions, a
fact that underlines its importance. It
was clearly a significant boundary, and
remained so for something like 1,000
years.
The excavations also showed that between these times and the early 20th Century
there was probably no arable farming carried out in this particular area, and this
supports the view that these chalklands became downland grazed by sheep.
Elsewhere on the Cholderton Estate there are numerous burial mounds and other
ancient earthworks. As is usually the case, these have been damaged by
amateur excavations and by agricultural machinery in the 19th and 20th Centuries.
Of particular note are three round barrows not far from the Windy Dido
earthworks. These are scheduled ancient monuments, and form part of what was
once a cemetery containing at least 12 round barrows. Part of the northern
boundary of the Estate follows the line of the Hampshire-Wiltshire border which
follows the line of the Devil’s Ditch, an ancient linear earthwork.

